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Russian workers, filled with a sense of national pride, want at all costs a free and independent, democratic, republican, proud Great Russia, which shall base its relations wiih its neighbours on the human principle of equality, and not on the feudal principle of privilege, which is degrading' to a great nation. Precisely because we want this, we say: it is impossible, in the .twentieth century, in Europe (even in Far-Eastern Europe), to "defend the fatherland" except by fighting with all revolutionary means the monarchy, the landlords and capitalists of our own fatherland, i.e., the worst enemies of our country; that Great Russians cannot "defend their fatherland" unless they desire the defeat of tsarism in any war, as being the least evil for nine-tenths of the population of Great Rus'sia; for tsarism is not only oppressing these nine-tenths of the population economically and politically, but is also demoralizing, degrading, dishonouring and prostituting them by teach* ing it to oppress- other nations, teaching it to cover up its shame with the aid of hypocritical, p&eudopatriotic phrases.
We may be told that apart from tsarism, and under its wing, another historical force has arisen and become strong, Great-Russian capitalism, which is performing progressive work by economically centralizing and uniting vast regions. This objection, however, does not excuse, on the contrary, it still more strongly accuses our Socialist-chiaiuvinists, who should be called tsarist-Purishkevich Socialists (just as Marx called the Lassalleans, Royal-Prussian Socialists). Let iis assume that history will decide the question in favour of 'Great-Russian imperialist capitalism, and against the hundred and one small nations. This is not impossible, for the whole history of capital is a history of violence and plunder* blood and mud. We are not in favour of preserving small nations at all costs; other conditions being equal, we are aibsolutely in favoir of centralization and -are. opposed to the philistine ideal